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two first lectures more satisfying than most of the later ones which deal
expressly with the establishment of the facts of the life of Christ and the
theological inferences that follow from them. Yet on the whole the
book seems to me a useful and timely defence of the Faith.

To North India, by the Rev. C. F. ANDREWS, of the Cambridge
Brotherhood, Delhi (A. R. Mowbray & Co., 1908), a hearty welcome
may be given here, though the book does not bear much on theological
studies. It is a vivid picture of the work of Anglican Missions in the
North of India, of the dangers which have beset them in the past and
still beset them, and of the progress which has been made. Mr Andrews
is known to have intense sympathy with the Indian point of view, and
his book contains a vigorous plea for the abandonment of the wholly
Western setting (indeed one might say the setting conditioned by the
circumstances of a single century of the life of the Church of England)
in which Christianity has hitherto been presented to India by the
Anglican Missions, and for a real attempt to build up a genuinely
Indian Church with formularies and prayer book adapted to the special
genius of the people, native bishops, and a fully constituted synod.

J. F. B-B.

T7ie Inspiration of Prophecy: An Essay in the Psychology of Inspiration
by G. C. JOYCE, D.D. (Henry Frowde, 1910), is the first volume of
the ' St Deiniol's Series'. It is written by the Warden of St Deiniol's
Library, Hawarden, and is, as stated in the Preface, an attempt
to describe some of the phenomena of Inspiration, as observed
from the point of view of the psychology of religion. After an
examination of the evidence as to the practice of divination among
the Hebrews, and a comparison with similar phenomena in Greece
and elsewhere, the author traces the developement of divination
into prophecy. He takes the view that most of the Prophets, both of
the Old and of the New Testament, were men of unusual psychic powers,
who saw visions and heard voices while in a condition of hypnotic
trance ; and he illustrates his meaning by comparison both with the
phenomena recorded in such books as Myers's Human Personality, and
with the experiences described by St Theresa. On these lines he
establishes a closer parallel than is at first sight obvious between the
Prophets of the Old and those of the New Testament, and this is one of
the strong points in his position. He in no way overlooks the work of the
Prophets of the Old Testament as statesmen and moral preachers of
a more normal type; but he points out with clearness and force that too
exclusive stress is often laid on that side of their work, and that it is
impossible to account for the language which they use about themselves
except by the supposition that they were possessed of unusual psychic
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powers. Some of the instances which he gives hardly seem to necessitate,
to say the least of it, the interpretation which he puts upon them,
but on the whole he certainly makes out his case. He is careful to
point out that it would be contrary to all analogy to suppose that a
revelation made under these abnormal conditions must necessarily
be infallible, and that ample room is left for the 'discerning of
spirits' mentioned by St Paul. Perhaps the most interesting part of
a very interesting book is his discussion of the phenomena of 'false
prophecy' from this point of view. Dr Joyce has not hesitated to apply
the results of modern investigation in a difficult field to the ancient
records, and the result is a valuable contribution to an obscure subject
The point of view from which he treats it may be given in his own
words, ' Everything has a right to be judged by what it is in its com-
pleted state, not by what it was in some earlier stages of its physical or
spiritual existence, still less by what its physical or spiritual progenitors
may have been. Let prophecy be valued on its merits. The justice
of its claim to be a divine message to the world is to be decided in
accordance with the evidence of what it has accomplished, not by
reference to a history of its origin'.

The book is an excellent inauguration to what promises to be a valuable
series. Its attractiveness is much enhanced by the distinction and the
charm of the style in which it is written.

G. H. CLAYTON.


